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We all know that taking photos 
is great fun, but when you add 
a dash of Photoshop magic you 
can transform the world into a 
fantasy universe limited only 
by your imagination. In previous 
issues, we have explored the 
techniques of post processing 
a single image. Today, let’s see 
what can happen when you 
combine two or more images 
using the Photoshop technique 
of photo compositing.

Jurassic
Sometimes you 

take pictures and 
your imagination 

kicks into high gear 
when you get home. 
I had these close-up 

photos of a Blue 
heron digging for 
food at the lake, 

so I took a photo of 
myself and made 

a Photoshop com-
posite – just for the 

fun of it!
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In a way, the technique of Photo compositing brings “Star 
Wars” technology within the reach of every photo enthusiast. 
But the art goes far beyond the simple act of placing a space-
craft in the sky of a picture. Compositing images can be a 
great form of artistic expression. With a bit of practice, you 
will begin to imagine how several images of very different 
subjects can be combined to create a flawless work of art.

In many cases, the composite image will go far beyond re-
ality, like the huge moon that looks so cool on adventure book 
covers. In real life, a moon that large would be a very unnerv-
ing sight!

To build the perfect montage, make sure the proportion, 
the perspective, the light source and direction match all the 
elements found in the original scene. You only have to Goo-
gle “Moon landing hoax” to see a host of conspiracy theories 
based on the angle of the shadows cast by the Apollo 11 astro-
nauts and their gear.

As a Photoshop expert, I cannot emphasize enough the im-
portance of mastering mask and layers techniques. This is the 
key factor to creating the perfect mix of two or more pictures/
elements in your montage.

Before we begin, it is important to note 
that compositing images is not suitable 
for everything and everyone. In jour-
nalistic work, it is strictly prohibited 
to use this technique. Over the years, 
manipulated images have been used 
for many hoaxes and nefarious pur-
poses; what began as a time-consum-
ing prank in a darkroom has become a 
simple matter of a few clicks in a photo 
editing program… but the result is the 
same – whether the image shows a UFO 
over Roswell, New Mexico, or a falsified 
image of someone in a compromising 
situation, the potential for misuse of the 
skills involved in combining images 
casts a dark cloud over the artistic ex-
ploration of the technique.

To continue this exploration of Photo
shop magic, please promise to use your 
skills only for honest and artistic purposes.

Moon-Chateau
The easiest way to create a montage is to 
use two images, resize, and blend them 
together with a layer mask in Photoshop.
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Your goal as a Photoshop magician 
is to take a few good images and com-
posite them to create a work of art that 
will have everyone react “WOW!”

You could use the technique to sim-
ply paste a silhouette of a bird into the 
sky of a landscape image, but I want 
you to do more – let yourself be creative, 
take a pen and a piece of paper, ask your 
kids to participate, and imagine an im-
age that will be fun and amazing. Start 
with a shot list, and search your ar-
chives for suitable images or take fresh 
pictures for your composite. Remember 
that you want the right lighting, per-
spective, and content to make the pro-
ject look real. Take several photos from 
a variety of angles so that you will have 
a choice of shots for the composite. It 
is easier to take a few seconds to shoot 
ten background pictures than it is to 

Photoshop one image that is not quite right. Remember the 
key elements that you need for the composite project – watch 
the perspective for shots of people and objects. Keep an eye on 
the direction of light and the intensity and angle of shadows. 
Make sure the colour balance will match across all of the im-
ages you need for the project. Make sure that your mask in 
Photoshop is perfect.

Over the years, I have used the Photoshop compositing 
technique to create images that let my kids fly like Superman, 
walk on the ceiling like Spiderman, travel through space like 
an astronaut, host TV shows in a big studio, and catch lighting 
– and the list goes on and on!

To make real magic happen in Photoshop, the mask has to 
be perfect, or the montage will be worthless, or it will just look 
like a deliberate joke. Start with something simple, and then 
go for the big WOW factor!

The crucial skills to master in Photoshop are the Mask and 
Layer processes. Study and practice these skills and before 
long you too will be a Photoshop magician!

Hockey
With more than 20 layers in Photoshop, 
I combined images of smoke, titles and 
effects to create this composite image 
featuring my all-star hockey player.
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